
 
23 November 2020 
 
To:  Jason Stajich, Chair 

Riverside Division 
 
From: Theodore Garland, Jr., Chair, Executive Committee 

College of Natural and Agricultural Science 
 

Re: Campus Review: New Master Degree Proposal: M.S. Degree in Data Science 
 
The CNAS Executive Committee had many comments and concerns about this proposal, 
including: 
 
In the larger scheme of things, Data Science should be applied.  If approved in Data 
Science in BCOE, then no one else can have Data Science Masters. 
 
The BS is joint STAT and Computer Engineering.  But here Computer Engineering 
decided to launch the Masters on their own.  
 
We understand that STAT feels unfortunate to be left out of this.  Data science should be 
a marriage between STAT and Computer Engineering, especially since they are doing 
the BS together.   
 
If we’re looking at the viability of the program on the whole, it’s missing STATs courses. 
 
The proposal notes that women are extremely underrepresented.  They say the structure 
of the program will include a more diverse group of students, but no strategy for making it 
happen is included.  
 
We expect students to come into the MS in Data Science through the traditional 
engineering pathway, but maybe also people with biology degrees will turn up.  It seems 
that having a broader base program would make that more likely to happen (to diversify 
the program). 
 
What about capstone courses that cross colleges and apply/execute the data science.  
some felt that this is what industries are looking for. 
 
Cheers, 
 



                                             
                                          Executive Committee 
 
 
18 December 2020 
 
To:  Jason Stajich, Chair 

Riverside Division 
 
From: Theodore Garland, Jr., Chair, Executive Committee 

College of Natural and Agricultural Science 
 

Re: Additional Commentary on Campus Review: New Master Degree Proposal: M.S. 
Degree in Data Science 

 

The Executive Committee previously commented on this proposal on November 23, 2020 and 
has since come into receipt of additional information supporting our initial concerns. In the 
computer science proposal, it is argued that UCSD, UCLA, and UCB all have data science 
programs through engineering school. However, we would like to point out that (1) those 
programs are all online MS programs, (2) BCOE already has an online MS program in data 
science, and (3) the Department of Statistics is already teaching two online courses in BCOE's 
the online MS program. In addition, the following are examples of data science programs in other 
universities that are joint programs, which creates a stronger program:  

UCI data science MS program: https://mds.ics.uci.edu/   

Harvard University data science MS program: https://www.seas.harvard.edu/applied-
computation/graduate-programs/masters-data-science 

Duke University data science MS program (this program 
is interdisciplinary): https://datascience.duke.edu/academics 

Columbia University data science MS 
program: https://datascience.columbia.edu/education/programs/m-s-in-data-science/ 

The University of Washington data science MS program (this program is jointly lead by six 
departments): https://www.washington.edu/datasciencemasters/curriculum/ 

Stanford University data science MS program: https://statistics.stanford.edu/academic-
programs/graduate-programs/ms-statistics-data-science 

 
 
Cheers, 
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